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Officdsgpar asguardscdl ingckfor 2ndday

Doyleurgeslawmakersto act on contracts, workerstoreturn

By RICHARD P. JONES
rjones@journal sentingl.com

M adison - Upset over inaction on their contracts,
prison guardsagain calledin sick Friday, while a
labor leader and aDoyleoficia sparred on
whetheranillegal strikewasunder way, and law-

makerskept the pactson hold. A
Asmany as 254 guardsdid
Number of guards

not report for one shift Friday. _
Thenumber wasnot ashigh as }’;':‘ggéds'm report
the416 guardswhocaledin
sick Thursday. Still, the
absencesrequired other
officerstowork overtimeand
supervisorsto staff guard

posts.
Employment Relations Secretary Karen

Timberlake said theeventsof Thursday were
nothing short of astrike, but Iabor |leader Marty Bell
said Friday the guards actionscould hardly be
caledastrike,

“If there had been adtrike activity, the
consegenceswould have beenfar more serious,”
Beil, executivedirector of the Wisconsin State
Employees Union, saidin aletter to Timberlake.

Gov. Jim Doyleagain called on guardsto do their
jobsand lawmakersto act, up or down, on contract
negotiated by the previousadministration. Hecited
overtimecosts, whichincreased from $72,194 the
first day to $162,971 Friday.

“People should do their job and not pretend to be
sick,” Doylesaid at anewsconferencein Eau
Claire. Asfor lavmakers, hesaidthat if they
approvethe contracts, hewould find money for the
pay raises, if they rgject them, hewould negotiate
new agreements.

But legidativeleadershad yet to schedulea
committeevote, let dlonefloor action on 15 labor
agreementsaffecting morethan 31,000 state work-
es.

Friday.

416

Number of guards
who called in sick
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Assembly Speaker John Gard (R-Peshtigo) said
hewanted the Joint Committee on Employment
Relationsto act next week onthe contracts. Senate
Majority Leader Mary Panzer (R-West Bend) said
sheneeeded moretimeto analyze costs.

Gard hassiad the state cannot afford negotiated
pay raises, given animmediate $452 million deficit
and anticipated $3.2 billion deficit ov erthe next two
years. Whilehewould re ect the contracts, Panzer
has not taken aposition, other than to question how
thestatewill pay for them.

For much of Friday, sickcall absencesdid not
exceed 28%, compared with 35% on Thrusday,
according to Department of Corrections spokesman
Bill Clausius. For thefirst shift, 23% did not report,
254 of 1,099. For second shift, 28% did not report,
or 250 of 889 assigned officers.

The contractswould providetwo retroactive
raises, 1% effective July 1, 2001, and 2% effective
July 1, 2002, plusa2.5%raisecoming in April.
Nearly $80 million hasbeen set asideto cover costs
during the current budget cycle.

A number of guardscall themediato say their pay
waslast raised in October 2000 by lessthan 1%,
whilelawmeakersblocking their contractsjust got a
3%rasiein pay.

Thestarting salary of correctional officersis
$11.04 an hour, or $23,051 ayear. Guardswith
more experience earn $14.08 an hour, or $29,399 a
year.

Atthe start of the new session last month, law-
makersreceived a#1,336 increase, boosting the
annual salary of the part-timejob to $45,569, but
somelawmakers say they are not taking hte pay
increase because of the state deficit, the stateem-
ployee contract dispute or both.

“I never took mineto start with,” Gard said. “I
didn’t go out an posefor holy pictureslike some
have. But | just decided that | wasn't takingit. |
didn't voteforit,and | didn't takeit.”



