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Doyle will fund payhikes
Says heill include money in budget
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Gov. Jm Doyleispreparedtofully fund state
employee contractsas negotiated with theunionsin
the upcoming budget, hewrotein aletter today to
Senateleader Mary Panzer.

Assembly Speaker John Gard, R-Peshtigo had said
state employeeswould face additional layoffsif the
tentativelabor agreementsare approved, adding
that hewould not support the contractswithout an
explanation from Doyle about wherethe money
would comefrom.

But Doylewrotein hisletter to Panzer, R-West
Bend, that hewas"prepared to deal with thefiscal
consequences of the contractswhether theLegida-
ture approvesthe contractsor votes against them."
"In either case, the budget | proposewill be bal-
anced and will not raisetaxes," thegovernor wrote.
Both houses of the L egidatureand Doyle must
approvethe contractsfor themto go into effect.
Doylesaid the contractswould be paid for through
acombination of taxpayer money and program
revenues. Hewrotethat hewaspreparing his
budget for the two-year period beginning July 1to
allow enough money to pay for the contractsas
they have been negotiated.

TheLegidative Fisca Bureau estimated that the
contractswould cost $66 million for the current
fiscal period, which endsJune 30. The Fiscal
Bureau estimated the contractswould cost $124.7
million each year of thetwo-year budget Doyleis
now crafting.

Republicanshavefrequently called on Doyleto say
whether he wantsthe contracts approved, but he
againwrotein hisletter that the decision restswith
theLegidature.

Attorney General Peg Lautenschlager said last
week that Doyle hasnorolein settling the con-
tracts, which were negotiated between the unions

and the Republican administration of former Gov.
Scott McCalum.

Thegtatewill havea$452 million deficit by July
and a$3.2 billion deficit by the end of June 2005iif
correctiveactionisn't taken, the Legidative Fiscal
Bureau said.

Gard said Monday that "'| am personally prepared
to send the contractsback. Asmuch asl'dliketo
approvethem, wedon't havethe money. If wegive
them the contracts, we'll haveto lay off more
people.”

But Marty Beil, executivedirector of the Wisconsin
State Employees Union, said the union would not
renegotiate. The union hasnot sanctioned any job
actionssofar, but employeesare upset, hesaid.
Gard said that he hoped the contract issue could be
resolved thisweek. He al so touted severa Republi-
can billsthat he hoped to push through the Assem-
bly initssessionstoday and Thursday.

Among themisabill introduced by Rep. Mark
Pettis, R-Hertel, that would prohibit state agenciesin
theexecutive branch fromfilling morethan 80
percent of thetotal number of full-time equivalent
positionsthat becomevacant during thefiscal year.
TheFisca Bureau estimated savingsfrom thebill at
$915,000 per year.

Other billsto be considered by the Assembly
would:

Bantrading legidativeactionfor political contribu-
tions.

Protect therights of Wisconsinresidentsto hunt,
fishandtrap. Thisisthe second consideration of a
congtitutional amendment that would haveto be
approved by the state'svoters.
Reducelimitationson credit unionsand banks. The
bill would ease membership requirementsfor credit
unions, expand servicesthey may provideand



expand thetypes of organizationsinwhich they can
invest. Thebill alsowould createa™ universal bank™
that would have capabilitiesmorelikefedera finan-
cid ingtitutionsthan state banks, savingsand loansor
savingsbanks.

Requirethe Joint Committee on Financeto control
the 16 percent of fishing and hunting licensefeesthat
can be spent on Department of Natural Resources
administration. Gard wantsto make surethat the
money isspent onadminigtration related to fishing
andwildlife.



